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Division 55:  Industry and Technology, $167 234 000 - 
Hon George Cash, Chairman. 

Hon Ken Travers, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for State Development. 

Mr B. Hay, Acting Executive Director, Policy, Planning and Coordination. 

Mr P. Stafford, Director, Corporate Services. 

Mr J. Tondut, Acting Executive Director, Department of Industry and Technology. 

Mr S. Skevington, Acting Director, Infrastructure Precincts. 

The CHAIRMAN:  On behalf of the Legislative Council Estimates Committee, I welcome you to today’s 
hearing.  Government agencies and departments have an important role and duty in assisting Parliament to 
scrutinise the budget papers on behalf of the people of Western Australia.  The Committee values that assistance. 

Members are asked to sit towards the front of the Chamber where practicable so that witnesses will not have to 
turn their head when answering questions.  It will greatly assist Hansard if when referring to the Budget 
Statements volumes or the consolidated fund estimates, members give the page number, item, program, amount, 
and so on in preface to their questions.  If supplementary information is to be provided, I ask for your 
cooperation in ensuring that it is delivered to the Committee’s clerk within five working days of receipt of the 
questions.  An example of the required Hansard style for the documents has been provided to your advisers. 

May I remind those members of the public in attendance that only accredited media representatives may take 
notes.  However, full Hansard transcripts will be available to the public within a week of the close of these 
hearings. 

The Committee reminds agency representatives to respond to questions in a succinct manner and to limit the 
extent of personal observations. 

At this time, I ask each of the witnesses whether they have read, understood and completed the Information for 
Witnesses form.  Do all the witnesses fully understand the meaning and effect of the provisions of that 
document? 

WITNESSES:  Yes. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I indicate to the Committee that because we have run over time, division 55, which relates to 
the Department of Industry and Technology, will now run until 6.00 pm, on the assumption that there are 
sufficient questions.  Division 58, which relates to the Western Australian Tourism Commission, will be delayed.  
Are there any questions? 

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  Will we still cover the division relating to the Western Australian Tourism Commission 
tonight; and, if so, will it run past 6.10 pm? 

The CHAIRMAN:  The division relating to the Western Australian Tourism Commission was to start at 5.35 pm.  
It will now begin 25 minutes late.  If we can, we will finish this division at 5.55 pm.  Professional officers are 
here for the Estimates Committee, and we owe them the courtesy of making time available.  We obviously will 
need to extend a number of areas and provide more time at future hearings. 

Hon N.F. MOORE:  I refer to three decisions that have been made since the election, which are listed on page 
946 of the Budget Statements.  I gather there has been a reduction in the $50 million Innovate WA fund for this 
financial year, in view of the changed attitude towards the premium property tax.  What effect will that have on 
the project this year?  How did the agency manage to find $3 million in the priority and assurance dividend?  
What were the additional agency savings of $1.15 million?   

Mr HAY:  I have not been formally advised of an adjustment to the figure for the Innovate WA funding.  I am 
not aware of any formal advice on that adjustment.  However, a review is under way by the Government’s 
Science Council, which is examining current research and scientific effort in the State.  Following that review, 
the council will make recommendations to the Premier on how the Innovate WA funding will be applied.  That 
$6.5 million is not yet assigned to specific projects, but it will be assigned after advice from the Science Council 
has been received.  

Hon N.F. MOORE:  Are you saying that the information about the Government’s decision to save that money or 
use it for another purpose has not been conveyed to you?   

Mr HAY:  I am not aware of any advice to the department to that effect.  
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Hon N.F. MOORE:  What was done to achieve the $3 million saving in the priority and assurance dividend?  

Mr STAFFORD:  The saving in the priority and assurance dividend will be achieved through a range of 
measures.  They extend from the reduced cost of floor space for the department by consolidating into Dumas 
House through to a number of strategies associated with corporate services, staffing and the delivery of 
information technology services through the internal IT services of the department.  In total, those measures have 
achieved in the order of $1 million.  Rationalisation of operational teams emanating from the former Department 
of Commerce and Trade achieved savings of roughly another $1 million.  The removal or reduction of a number 
of small or inefficient industry assistance schemes effectively makes up the balance of that $3 million.  

Hon N.F. MOORE:  What were the additional agency savings of $1.15 million at the bottom of the list? 

Mr STAFFORD:  I could not provide detail of that offhand.  

The CHAIRMAN:  Will the parliamentary secretary take that question on notice and provide detail in due 
course? 

Hon N.F. MOORE:  In those savings, were any jobs lost?  

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  We will take that question on notice.  

Hon N.F. MOORE:  I thought the parliamentary secretary might have known that. 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  I refer to page 950 of the Budget Statements.  The second last dot point refers to the 
operation of a state development forum as a strategic advisory forum for the minister.  I would like more 
information about the role of that forum, and how its purpose would be of benefit to Western Australia.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  The state development forum has been set up as, for want of a better term, a think tank.  
The aim is to link the Government, industry, academia and the community on general industry development 
issues.  Some of the issues that we were talking about earlier, such as common-user infrastructure, could be dealt 
with by that forum.  It will meet several times a year and will provide advice and guidance on economic and 
industry matters.  That advice will be provided to Cabinet.  A variety of people from a wide range of industry 
areas have already been appointed to the forum, and it is intended that more appointments will be made in the 
not-too-distant future.  The forum will include people from the traditional mining industry and the hospitality 
industry.  The intention is for the forum to be a direct link between those different sectors and the Government.  

[5.40 pm] 

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  Page 954 refers to the development of a new professional seminar series focusing on the 
themes of e-commerce, contract planning formation and contract management.  Can the parliamentary secretary 
develop that theme for me?  

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I ask Mr John Tondut to respond to that.  

Mr TONDUT:  The series is aimed at helping people within government who are involved in contracting to 
improve their skills.  We arrange seminars on a two-monthly basis.  This year we will focus on e-commerce and 
the government electronic market, and how that can be used.  Some new contract planning and management 
systems are being developed, and we will explain those within government during the year.  

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  What is the Government doing about online security in the wake of the Auditor 
General’s recent report?  It is mentioned on page 957 of the Budget Statements.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  The Minister for State Development has asked the Department of Industry and 
Technology to assist the State with a whole-of-government approach to Internet security.  It is preparing an 
action report on what needs to be done to ensure that security across government Internet sites is upgraded.  It 
will provide a practical plan for that.  Various parts of the Department of Industry and Technology have long 
been proactive about the issue of Internet security.  For members who are not aware, such work was done by the 
former Department of Contract and Management Services.  The former Department of Commerce and Trade was 
also looking at the new technologies, and there is much symmetry between those issues.  The Department of 
Industry and Technology is developing a range of online security services under the umbrella of GovSecure.  
Those services will be based on internationally recognised standards of use, and operate across all government 
agencies.  Governments have in the past grappled with this issue somewhat unsuccessfully.  I do not mean that as 
a criticism; it is an area that is rapidly developing and it is a challenge for government agencies to maintain a 
level of skill and awareness to ensure basic security.  We are determined to see the situation improve and believe 
there are cost-effective ways in which that can be done, particularly through an agency such as the Department 
of Industry and Technology, which has the expertise and is able to share that across government.  
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Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  Page 949 shows that the number of overseas locations in which the Department of 
Industry and Technology has a presence has dropped from 11 to 10.  From which location has the department 
withdrawn its presence, and what will be the likely impact from the point of view of the State?  

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  We are not sure which office has been closed, so we will take that on notice.  We are 
trying to ensure that we get maximum returns from the overseas offices.  The Department of Industry and 
Technology and the Western Australian Tourism Commission are working with the federal Government to 
collocate so that if any federal agencies are providing similar roles, we can maximise the return and impact of 
our dollars spent overseas.   
 


